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The First Chronicle of Narnia:
The Restoring of Names
Kathryn Lindskoog
The L io n , th e  W itch and th e  W ardrobe, by C .S , 
L ew is, b e g in s  by em p h asiz in g  nam es and em p h asizes them  
th ro u g h o u t. The m ean ings and pow ers o f nam es a r e  
c e n tr a l  to  th e  s to r y . I t  i s  a  s to ry  o f  in v a s io n s , and 
i t  i s  to ld  in  a  p e rs o n a l s t y l e .  P la c e s  a re  c o n c re te , 
b u t tim e  i s  s l ip p e r y . L ew is ' v a lu e s  and w it a re  
In c lu d e d  b o th  o b v io u s ly  and s u b tly  from  b e g in n in g  to  
e n d . R ig h t id e n t i ty  and r i g h t  re s p o n s e s  a re  key them es 
in  t h i s  jo y f u l s to r y . The end i s  h o p e .
T h ere  a r e  o b v io u s a l lu s io n s  to  th e  B ib le  and o th e r  
t r a d i t i o n a l  m a te r ia l .  L ew is may a ls o  have b een  d i r e c t ly  
in f lu e n c e d  by G eorge M acD onald 's The P r in c e s s  and 
C u rd ie , B e a tr ix  P o t t e r 's  The T a le  o f  M rs. T ig g y -W in k le . 
E . N e s b it 's  "A m ab el's A u n t,"  L ew is C a r r o l l 's  A lic e 's  
A d v en tu res in  W onderland and T hrough th e  L ooking  G la s s , 
and C h a rle s  W illia m 's  A ll H a llo w 's  E v e. T h e re  a r e  a ls o  
e le m e n ts  from  L e w is 's  p e rs o n a l l i f e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  
s to r y .
A P o r te n tio u s  B eg in n in g
The v e ry  f i r s t  s e n te n c e  in  The L io n , th e  W itch  and 
th e  W ardrobe, th a t  w o n d e rfu lly  c h i ld l i k e  s ta te m e n t, 
"O nce th e r e  w ere fo u r c h ild r e n  w hose nam es w ere P e te r , 
S u san , Edmund and L u c y ,"  fo resh ad o w s th e  f a c t  th a t  
nam es a re  g o in g  to  be e s p e c ia lly  im p o rta n t. T hese a re  
c le a r ly  o rd in a ry  nam es f o r  o rd in a ry  c h ild r e n  l i k e  th e  
r e a d e r s . T h e ir  fa m ily  nam e, P e v e n s ie , i s  n e v e r g iv e n  in  
t h i s  book a t  a l l .  Some w onder i f  L ew is ch o se  P e v e n s ie  
b ecau se  P ev en sey  i s  th e  bay in  E n g land  w here th e  
Norm ans la n d e d  in  1066; h e n c e , c o n n o ta tio n s  o f 
in v a s io n . B ut in  t h i s  f i r s t  c h ro n ic le  th e  o n ly  fa m ily  
name th a t  m a tte r s  i s  th e  b a s ic  one we a l l  s h a r e , 
Adamson.
The seco n d  s e n te n c e , "T h is  s to ry  i s  a b o u t 
so m eth in g  th a t  happened  to  them  when th e y  w ere s e n t 
away from  London d u rin g  th e  w ar b e c a u se  o f  th e  
a i r - r a i d s , "  p ro m ise s young r e a d e r s  th a t  in d e e d  
so m eth in g  i s  g o in g  to  h ap p en . The f i r s t  u n d e rs ta te m e n t 
o f  th e  b o o k . From h e re  on L ew is r e g u la r ly  b u ild s  from  
c lim ax  to  c lim ax  and u lt im a te ly  from  c a ta s tr o p h e  to  
e u c a ta s tro p h e .
I t  i s  h e re  t h a t  L e w is ' chummy way o f  sp e a k in g  
d i r e c t l y  to  th e  re a d e r  a b o u t th e  s to r y  e m erg es. L a te r  
L ew is d o es t h i s  fo u r  m ore tim e s . F i r s t ,  he c la im s  th a t  
th e r e  w ere many s t o r i e s  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  h o u se  w here 
t h i s  one s t a r t s ,  "som e o f them  even  s tr a n g e r  th a n  th e  
one I  am t e l l i n g  you now ." [1 ]  L a te r  he re m a rk s , "And 
th e n , th o u g h  nobody s a id  i t  o u t lo u d , e v e ry o n e  su d d en ly  
r e a l iz e d  th e  sam e f a c t  t h a t  Edmund had w h isp e re d  to  
P e te r  a t  th e  end o f th e  l a s t  c h a p te r . They w ere l o s t . "  
(p .5 2 )  And much l a t e r  he e x p la in s , " th e y  w ere o f  c o u rs e  
th e  re s c u e  p a r ty  w hich  A slan  had s e n t in  t h i s  l a s t  
c h a p te r"  ( p . l l l )  L ew is w en t one s te p  f a r th e r  once and 
p la y f u lly  s ta te d  a b o u t th e  B e a v e r, "h e  now had a  s o r t  
o f  m odest e x p re s s io n  on h is  fa c e  —  th e  s o r t  o f  lo o k  
p e o p le  have when you a r e  v i s i t i n g  a  g a rd en  th e y 'v e  made 
o r re a d in g  a  s to ry  th e y 'v e  w r i t te n ."  (p .5 5 )  I  assum e 
th a t  L e w is ' own m odest e x p re s s io n  a t  t h i s  p o in t 
in c lu d e d  a tw in k le .
The seco n d  s e n te n c e  t e l l s  c le a r ly  th e  lo c a t io n , 
E n g lan d , and tim e , Second W orld W ar. As th e  s to ry  
c o n tin u e s , e v e ry  p la c e  i s  e x tre m e ly  s p e c i f ic  and 
m em orable; b u t tim e  i s  s l ip p e r y  in  m ore w ays th a n  o n e . 
Lucy l i s te n e d  to  th e  F a u n 's  f l u t e  and " i t  m ust have 
been h o u rs  l a t e r  when sh e  shook  h e r s e l f . . . . "  (p .1 3 )  
L ew is in tr u d e s  when Edmund i s  sp e llb o u n d  by f e a r  and 
s a y s , "How lo n g  t h i s  r e a l ly  la s te d  I  d o n 't  know , b u t i t  
seem ed to  Edmund to  l a s t  f o r  h o u r s ."  ( p .7 6 )  On th e  
o th e r  h an d , " I t  seem ed to  Lucy o n ly  th e  n e x t m in u te  
(th o u g h  r e a l ly  i t  was h o u rs  and h o u rs  l a t e r )  when sh e  
woke u p . . . "  (p .8 5 )  And o f c o u rs e  th e r e  i s  th e  m ira c le  
when " th e y  saw  th e  w in te r  v a n is h in g  and th e  w hole wood 
p a s s in g  in  a  few  h o u rs  from  Ja n u a ry  to  M ay." (p .9 9 )  
Even s t r a n g e r  i s  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  betw een  N a rn ian  tim e  
and th e  tim e  o f o u r w o rld : " I  sh o u ld  n o t be a t  a l l  
s u r p r is e d  to  f in d  th a t  th a t  o th e r  w o rld  had a  s e p a r a te  
tim e  o f i t s  own; so  th a t  how ever lo n g  you s ta y e d  th e r e  
i t  w ould n e v e r ta k e  up any o f o u r tim e ."  (p .3 9 )  And 
L ew is g o es on to  t e l l  u s  o f  th e  s t i l l n e s s  and d a rk n e s s  
b e fo re  tim e  daw ned.
The seco n d  s e n te n c e  a ls o  in tro d u c e s  an  e lem en t 
in to  th e  s to r y  w hich  h a s  o ffe n d e d  som e a d u lt  r e a d e r s ; 
e v i l  and f e a r f u l  r e a l i t i e s .  From th e  bom bing o f  London 
to  th e  g u tt in g  o f  th e  F a u n 's  co zy  hom e, from  th e  
a d d ic t iv e  p r o p e r i t i e s  o f T u rk is h  D e lig h t to  th e  f i n a l  
s la u g h te r  o f th e  W itch , L ew is p a in ts  e v i l  a s  d r e a d f u lly  
e v i l  in d e e d . The shadow s in  t h i s  book a re  v e ry  d a rk . 
T h a t i s  one re a s o n  th e  h ig h l ig h ts  a r e  so  b r ig h t .
The th i r d  s e n te n c e  o f  th e  book t e l l s  u s "T hey w ere 
s e n t to  th e  h o u se  o f an  o ld  P ro fe s s o r  who liv e d  in  th e  
h e a r t  o f th e  c o u n try , te n  m ile s  from  th e  n e a re s t 
ra ilw a y  s t a t i o n  and tw o m ile s  from  th e  n e a r e s t p o s t 
o f f i c e ."  The o ld  P r o f e s s o r , D ig o ry  K irk e , rem a in s 
n am e le ss th ro u g h o u t th e  b o o k , l i k e  th e  B e a v e r. H is name 
(K irk e  m eans c h u rc h ) com es o u t l a t e r  in  th e  s e r i e s .  
T hose who h av e re a d  L e w is ' l i f e  s to r y  w i l l  r e c a l l  th a t  
when L ew is w as f i f t e e n ,  h e  moved to  th e  home o f an  
e x c e l le n t tu to r  named W illiam  K irk p a tr ic k , c a lle d  
" K irk ."  The tim e  s p e n t in  K ir k 's  home in  th e  lo v e ly  
S u rre y  c o u n try s id e  was one o f  th e  h a p p ie s t p e r io d s  in  
L ew is ' l i f e .
In  th e  th i r d  s e n te n c e  L e w is ' u se  o f  hom ely d e t a i l  
b e g in s . The P r o f e s s o r 's  d is ta n c e  from  tr a n s p o r ta t io n  
and th e  p o s t o f f ic e  s u g g e s t a  le i s u r e ly  and r e f l e c t iv e  
l i f e  a p a r t  from  th e  flo w  o f  c u r r e n t e v e n ts . The f a c t  
th a t  th e  P ro fe s s o r  liv e d  " in  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  c o u n try "  
r a th e r  th a n  " f a r  from  th e  c i t y "  i s  an  im p o rta n t c lu e  to  
w here r e a l i t y  l i e s .  (S o  i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  h o u se  was 
v e ry  o ld . )  H ence, when Edmund i s  a t  h is  w o rs t h e p la n s  
to  b u ild  r a i l r o a d s  in  N a rn ia  and to  p u t in  good ro a d s  
and to  d r iv e  c a r s .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  th e  good K ings and 
Q ueens w i l l  sa v e  t r e e s  from  b e in g  u n n e c e s s a r ily  c u t 
down and g e n e ra lly  s to p  b u sy b o d ie s .
The fo u r th  and  f i f t h  s e n te n c e s  o f  th e  s to r y  seem  
to  d e p a r t from  econom y and g e t in to  w him sy. "He had no 
w ife  and he liv e d  in  a  v e ry  la r g e  h o u se  w ith  a  
h o u se k e e p e r c a l le d  M rs. M acready and  th r e e  s e r v a n ts .
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(T h e ir  nam es w ere Iv y , M a rg a re t and B e tty , b u t th e y  do 
n o t come in to  th e  s to r y  m u ch .)"  T h is  i s  th e  u lt im a te  
u n d e rs ta te m e n t, s in c e  th e y  n e v e r come in to  th e  s to ry  a t  
a l l  and a r e  n e v e r h e a rd  o f  a g a in . H ow ever, i t  may be 
p le a s a n t to  th in k  o f  Iv y , M a rg a re t and B e tty  
b e n e v o le n tly  a t  w ork k e e p in g  th e  h o u se  in  o rd e r  a s  h e l l  
b re a k s  lo o s e  in s id e  th e  w a rd ro b e . M acready i s  a m ild  
pun on "M ake re a d y "  b e c a u se  th e  c h ild r e n  f le d  h e r . 
H ow ever, when L ew is w as a  tw o -y e a r -o ld  c a lle d  B a b b in s , 
h is  f a m ily 's  h o u se k e e p e r w as named M cC reedy.
The h o u se  i t s e l f  seem s a s  im m ense and ra m b lin g  a s  
th e  one in  The P r in c e s s  and C u rd ie  by G eorge M acDonald 
(w h ich  L ew is lo v e d ) —  and a s  p re d isp o se d  to  m ag ic . 
When P e te r  s a y s , "You m ig h t f in d  a n y th in g  in  a  p la c e  
l i k e  t h i s "  L ew is i s  p ro m is in g  m ore th a n  P e te r  can  
g u e s s . ( I n c id e n ta l ly ,  C u r d ie 's  n o b le  f a th e r  w as named 
P e te r  a l s o . )
The c h a r a c te r s  o f th e  fo u r  c h ild r e n  a r e  q u ic k ly  
e s ta b l i s h e d . E dm und's s u r l in e s s  and P e t e r 's  le a d e r s h ip  
a re  d e m o n s tra te d  on th e  seco n d  p a g e . T h en , when th e  
c h ild r e n  th in k  a b o u t e x p lo r in g  th e  n ea rb y  w oods, e ach  
th in k s  o f a  d i f f e r e n t  a n im a l. P e te r  th in k s  f i r s t  o f  
e a g le s , s ta g s  and haw ks; Lucy th in k s  o f  b a d g e rs . Edmund 
th in k s  o f sn a k e s  and S usan  th in k s  o f  fo x e s . The g i r l s  
w i l l  soon  f in d  th e m se lv e s  h u n ted  l i k e  b a d g e rs  and 
fo x e s , b u t c h a r a c te r  im p lic a tio n s  a r e  e s p e c ia l ly  c le a r  
f o r  P e te r  and Edmund. I t  i s  Edmund who i s  l a t e r  c a lle d  
a p o iso n o u s  l i t t l e  b e a s t .
From th e  b e g in n in g  i t  i s  Lucy who s a v o rs  th e  sm e ll 
and f e e l  o f  f u r ,  n o t m e a n - s p ir ite d  Edm und. H er 
en jo y m en t o f  th e  f u r  c o a ts  in  th e  w ard ro b e  n o t o n ly  
le a d s  h e r  in to  N a rn ia  b u t a ls o  fo re sh ad o w s h e r 
en jo y m en t o f A s la n 's  f u r .  (N o te  th a t  L ew is w arn s h is  
young r e a d e r s  f iv e  d i f f e r e n t  tim e s  n o t to  c lo s e  
th e m se lv e s  in to  w a rd ro b e s , f u r  c o a ts  o r  no f u r  c o a t s .)
By th e  end o f  th e  f i r s t  c h a p te r  th e  r e a d e r  h a s 
h e a rd  th e  c ru n c h -c ru n c h  and  p i t t e r - p a t t e r  o f  L u c y 's  
e n c o u n te r w ith  th e  F au n . One h a s  a ls o  come a c ro s s  th e  
w ords B ib le , c h u rc h  and C h ris tm a s  by th e n , a l l  
m en tio n ed  in  p a s s in g . W hether one a p p r e c ia te s  th e  
th e o lo g y  in h e r e n t in  th e  N a rn lan  c h r o n ic le s  o r  n o t, 
L ew is h a s  g iv e n  f a i r  w arn in g  o f  i t  in  h is  v e ry  f i r s t  
c h a p te r .
I d e n t i ty  and E v il
I d e n t i ty  i s  th e  q u e s tio n  from  th e  b e g in n in g  to  th e  
end o f  The L io n , th e  W itch  and th e  W ardrobe. Or 
id e n t i t y  i s  th e  a n sw e r. A t any r a t e ,  th e  Faun 
im m e d ia te ly  a sk ed  Lucy i f  sh e  w as a  D au g h te r o f  E v e, 
and sh e  an sw e re d , "My n a m e 's  L u c y ,"  n o t u n d e rs ta n d in g  
h is  q u e s tio n . To him  sh e  w as L u cy , D au g h te r o f  E v e, and 
he to ld  h e r  h is  own nam e, M r. Tumnus ( L a t in , o f 
c o u r s e ) . When he a sk ed  h e r  how sh e  cam e to  N a rn ia , sh e  
a sk ed  him  w hat N a rn ia  w as. T h ere  fo llo w s  a b i t  o f  p la y  
a b o u t th e  p la c e  nam es S p a re  Oom and War D ro b e. The 
in t e r e s t in g  th in g  a b o u t th o s e  nam es i s  th a t  L ew is d id  
n o t c o n s c io u s ly  rem em ber an  E . N e sb it s to r y  a b o u t th e  
p la c e  c a lle d  B ig w a rd ro b e in sp a re ro o m . B ut th a t  w as a 
name in  "A m ab e l's  A u n t" , a  s to r y  th a t  came o u t when he 
was a  te n - y e a r - o ld  N e sb it r e a d e r .
In  c h a p te r  tw o Lucy n o t o n ly  ta lk e d  to  th e  F au n , 
b u t sh e  w alked  arm  in  arm  w ith  him  to  h is  h o u se . When 
he sobbed  sh e  p u t h e r arm  a ro u n d  him  and l e n t  him  h e r 
h a n d k e rc h ie f to  so ak  up h is  te a r s  a b o u t u n re so lv e d  
e v i l .  She s to o d  in  h is  p u d d le  o f  te a r s  ( r e m in is c e n t o f 
A lic e  in  W o n d erlan d ), and a t  th e  end o f th e  c h a p te r  sh e  
shook  h is  hand h e a r t i l y  and  l e f t  him  h e r h a n d k e rc h ie f .
L u c y 's  h a n d k e rc h ie f , in c id e n ta l ly ,  re a p p e a re d  a s
th e  B e a v e r 's  e v id e n c e  t h a t  he w as on th e  r i g h t  s id e  a s  
th e  c o n f l i c t  becam e m ore c le a r - c u t .  And i t  a p p e a rs  n e a r 
th e  end o f  th e  s to ry  a s  th e  G ia n t R u m b leb u ffin  b o rro w s 
i t  in  a f a r c ic a l  sc e n e  to  w ipe away th e  sw ea t o f good 
w ork from  h is  b row . The G ia n t c a l l s  i t  a  
" p o c k e t-h a n d k e rc h e e ,"  w hich  rem in d s B e a tr ix  P o tte r  
r e a d e r s  o f  a n o th e r  L u c ie 's  " p o c k e t-h a n d k in "  in  The T a le  
o f M rs. T ig g y -W in k le . w hich  was p u b lish e d  when L ew is 
w as s i x .  L ew is w as a P o tte r  r e a d e r  a t  th a t  tim e . 
W hereas L e w is ' Lucy becam e f r ie n d s  w ith  a  d e l ig h tf u l ly  
d o m e s tic  fe m a le  B e a v e r, th e  e a r l i e r  L u c ie  becam e 
f r ie n d s  w ith  a  h ig h ly  d o m e s tic  fem ale  H edgehog. P o tte r  
d e d ic a te d  The T a le  o f M rs. T ig g y -W in k le  to  a  r e a l - l i f e  
L u c ie  and L ew is d e d ic a te d  The L io n , th e  W itch  and th e  
W ardrobe to  a  r e a l - l i f e  L ucy .
The F a u n 's  t e a r f u l  d e c is io n  in  th e  seco n d  c h a p te r  
to  p r o te c t  Lucy by r is k in g  h im s e lf  in  h e r  p la c e  i s  th e  
f i r s t  d ra m a tic  a c t  o f m o ra l c h o ic e  and h e ro ism  in  t h i s  
bo o k . I t  i s  fo llo w e d  by o th e r s , n o ta b ly  P e t e r 's  r is k y  
a t ta c k  upon th e  w o lf in  an  a tte m p t to  sa v e  S u san , 
A s la n 's  s a c r i f i c e  o f h im s e lf  in  o rd e r  to  sa v e  Edmund, 
and E dm und's s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  in  o rd e r  to  b re a k  th e  
W itc h 's  w and. C h o ice  i s  a  m a jo r them e in  a l l  o f  L ew is ' 
f i c t i o n .
"W hich jLs th e  r i g h t  s id e ? "  (p .5 0 )  Edmund 
co m p la in ed  when he was s t i l l  s e c r e t ly  s id in g  w ith  th e  
W itch  f o r  h is  own g a in . B ut d eep  down in s id e  him  he 
r e a l ly  knew . T h is  i s  th e  boy who w as l a t e r  named " th e  
ju s t "  f o r  h is  a b i l i t y  to  know and do w hat w as r i g h t .
Edmund had e n te re d  N a rn ia  th e  f i r s t  tim e  "g ro p in g  
w ild ly  in  e v e ry  d i r e c t io n ."  (p .2 1 )  Soon h e m et th e  
W itch  and "seem ed u n a b le  to  m ove." (p .2 7 )  He becam e 
m o ra lly  d is o r ie n te d  by b o th  h e r en c h a n te d  candy  and h is  
own p ro p e n s ity  to  g reed  and p r id e .
" I  d o n 't  know th e  way b a c k . . ."  (p .3 1 )  he s a id . 
From th e n  on he w as bound in  one way o r  a n o th e r  (o f te n  
by ro p e ) u n t i l  he w as l ib e r a te d  by A s la n , som ew hat a s  
A slan  l ib e r a te d  a l l  th e  en c h a n te d  s t a tu e s .  E dm und's 
e v i l  e n c h a n tm e n t, i t  tu r n s  o u t, had s t a r te d  lo n g  b e fo re  
he m et th e  W itch ; i t  had s t a r te d  in  a  bad sc h o o l he 
a tte n d e d  in  o u r w o rld . B ut i t  to o k  A s la n 's  r a d ic a l  
s a c r i f i c e  to  s e t  him  f r e e .  The o th e r  th r e e  c h ild r e n
M Y T H L O R E  46: S u m m er 1986 Page 45
moved o f  t h e i r  own a c c o rd  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  (n o  
g r o p in g ,  no b o n d s )  by f o l lo w in g  t h e  m essag e  o f  t h e  good 
B e a v e r 's  t h r o a t y  w h is p e r ,  " F u r th e r  i n ,  come f u r t h e r  
i n . "  ( p .5 3 )  L a te r  t h i s  becom es th e  them e o f  t h e  e n t i r e  
c h r o n i c l e s .
When Lucy r e t u r n e d  from  N a rn ia  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  sh e  
e a g e r l y  named h e r  a d v e n tu r e  f o r  h e r  s i s t e r  and  
b r o t h e r s ,  " . . . i t ' s  c a l l e d  N a r n ia ;  come and  s e e . "  ( p .1 9 )  
B ut a f t e r  h e r  se c o n d  v i s i t  t o  N a rn ia  s h e  knew t h a t  t h e  
way t o  w in  P e t e r ' s  and  S u s a n 's  c o n f id e n c e  so  t h a t  th e y  
c o u ld  h a v e  good t im e s  t o g e t h e r  a g a in  w as t o  r e c a n t .  
Lucy w as t r u t h f u l  and  c o u ld  n o t  deny  w h a t s h e  knew . 
(Edmund k n o w in g ly  d e n ie d  L u c y 's  t r u t h  o u t  o f  s p i t e . )  
T h is  s i t u a t i o n  r e o c c u r r e d  when t h e  W itch  o f f e r e d  t o  
f o r g iv e  a  g ro u p  o f  a n im a ls  who w e re  c a u g h t  h a v in g  a  
l i t t l e  p a r t y ,  i f  th e y  w ou ld  c la im  t h a t  th e y  w e re  ly i n g  
a b o u t  F a th e r  C h r is tm a s  com ing  t h e r e .  One o f  t h e  young 
s q u i r r e l s  l o s t  h i s  h ead  and  sq u e a k e d  "He h a s  —  h e - h a s  
—  h e  h a s ! "  ( p .9 4 )  b e a t i n g  i t s  l i t t l e  sp o o n  on th e  
t a b l e ,  and  t h e  W itch  tu r n e d  th e  w h o le  g ro u p  t o  s t o n e .  
T h is  i s  t h e  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h e  s t o r y .  B e c a u se  a t  t h i s  
p o in t  Edmund ( o f  t h e  s to n y  h e a r t )  f i r s t  f e l t  s o r r y  f o r  
som eone b e s i d e s  h i m s e l f .
I t  w as a t  t h e  v e ry  t im e  t h a t  E dm und 's in n e r  
w e a th e r  b eg an  t o  c h a n g e  t h a t  t h e  o u t e r  w e a th e r  b eg an  t o  
c h a n g e  a l s o .  T h e re  came a  sw e e t c h a t t e r i n g ,  m u rm u rin g , 
b u b b l in g ,  s p l a s h in g  and  r o a r i n g  o f  w a te r .  "And h i s  
h e a r t  g av e  a  g r e a t  l e a p  ( th o u g h  he  h a r d ly  knew why) 
when h e  knew t h a t  t h e  f r o s t  w as o v e r . "  ( p .9 5 )  F a th e r  
C h r is tm a s ' g r e a t  w h i te  b e a rd  had  a l r e a d y  f a l l e n  l i k e  a 
snowy w a t e r f a l l  o v e r  h i s  c h e s t ,  a  c o ld  h i n t  o f  w hat was 
t o  com e.
W a te r , t h e  sym bol o f  b i r t h  an d  r e b i r t h ,  s t a r t s  t o  
f lo o d  th r o u g h  t h e  s t o r y .  J u s t  b e f o r e  A s l a n 's  s a c r i f i c e  
th e  g i r l s  b u r ie d  t h e i r  c o ld  h a n d s  i n  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  s e a  
o f  f u r  and  s t r o k e d  i t .  I n  t h e  f i n a l  c h a p t e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  
c o s t l y  v i c t o r y ,  A s la n  and  h i s  f r i e n d s  m arch  a lo n g  th e  
g r e a t  r i v e r  down t o  t h e  s e a  i t s e l f  w h ere  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
w i l l  r e i g n  a t  C a i r  P a r a v e l .  " B e fo re  them  w ere  t h e  
s a n d s ,  w i th  r o c k s  an d  l i t t l e  p o o ls  o f  s a l t  w a te r ,  and  
s e a  w eed , and  t h e  s m e l l  o f  t h e  s e a ,  and  lo n g  m i le s  o f  
b l u i s h - g r e e n  w aves b r e a k in g  f o r e v e r  and  e v e r  on th e  
b e a c h . A nd, o h ,  t h e  c r y  o f  t h e  s e a  g u l l s !  Have you 
h e a rd  i t ?  Can you r e m e m b e r ? . . .  And th r o u g h  t h e  E a s te r n  
d o o r ,  w h ich  w as w id e  o p e n , came t h e  v o ic e s  o f  th e  
mermen and  t h e  m erm aids swim ming c l o s e  t o  t h e  c a s t l e  
s t e p s  and  s i n g in g  i n  h o n o u r o f  t h e i r  new K in g s  and  
Q u e e n s ."  ( p .1 4 8 )
And so  t h e  p ro p h e c y  t h a t  t h e  F aun  r e l a t e d  t o  Lucy 
i n  t h e  se c o n d  c h a p te r  w as f u l f i l l e d ,  and  t h e  h i n t  from  
L ew is t h a t  t h e  f o u r  c h i l d r e n ' s  lo n g  f u r  c o a t s  lo o k e d  
r a t h e r  l i k e  r o y a l  r o b e s  cam e t o  f r u i t i o n  and  th e  f o u r  
th r o n e s  a t  C a i r  P a r a v e l  w ere  f i l l e d  i n  s p i t e  o f  th e  
W i t c h 's  w in t e r  s p e l l .
Names and  C hanges
T he W itch  was a s  w h i te  a s  t h e  i c e  and  s to n e  w ith  
w h ich  s h e  c u r s e d  t h e  c o u n t r y .  (S h e  i s  n o ta b ly  l i k e  H ans 
C r i s t i a n  A n d e r s o n 's  Snow Q u e e n .)  The w h i te  f u r  up t o  
h e r  n eck  c o n t r a s t s  w i th  F a th e r  C h r i s tm a s ' r e d  r o b e ,  a s  
r e d  a s  h o l l y b e r r i e s .  H er f la m in g  e y e s  ( t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  
w o lf  f lam ed  a l s o )  c o n t r a s t  w i th  t h e  g r e a t  g o ld e n  e y e s  
o f  A s la n , g o ld  b e in g  th e  sym bol o f  e t e r n i t y .  A s l a n 's  
e y e s  w ere  r o y a l ,  so lem n  and  o v e rw h e lm in g , and  when th e  
W itch  w as f a c e  t o  f a c e  w i th  him  s h e  c o u ld  n o t  q u i t e  
lo o k  i n t o  th em . P e o p le  who had  b een  w i th  t h e  W itch  and 
e a te n  h e r  fo o d ,  on th e  o t h e r  h a n d , g o t  a  k in d  o f  
t r e a c h e r o u s  lo o k  i n  t h e i r  e y e s  t h a t  t h e  B e a v e r  c o u ld
r e c o g n i z e .  The W i t c h 's  o n ly  g o ld  w as i n  h e r  w ick ed  wand 
and  h e r  w ro n g fu l c ro w n .
Lucy had  a s k e d  t h e  F aun  who t h e  W h ite  W itch  w as 
and  h e  had  t o l d  h e r .  T hen s h e  had  s h a r e d  t h e  W i t c h 's  
i d e n t i t y  w i th  Edmund, i n c l u d in g  th e  f a c t  t h a t  sh e  
f a l s e l y  c a l l e d  h e r s e l f  t h e  Q ueen o f  N a r n ia .  Lucy w as 
u n a w a re , o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  h e  had  a l r e a d y  b e e n  q u iz z e d  
a b o u t  h i s  own i d e n t i t y  by t h e  W itch  and  t h a t  h e  had 
b een  re b u k e d  f o r  n o t  r e c o g n i z in g  t h a t  s h e  w as t h e  
q u e e n . "N ot know t h e  Q ueen o f  N a rn ia ?  Ha! You s h a l l  
know u s  b e t t e r  h e r e a f t e r . . . . "  ( p .2 5 )  O m inously  t r u e .
When th e  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  l a t e r  fo u n d  a  n o te  i n  t h e  
r u i n s  o f  t h e  F a u n 's  c a v e ,  th e y  l e a r n e d  h e r  f u l l  t i t l e :  
" I m p e r i a l  M a je s ty  J a d i s ,  Q ueen o f  N a r n ia ,  C h a te l a in e  o f  
C a i r  P a r a v e l ,  E m press o f  t h e  Lone I s l a n d s ,  e t c . "  ( p .4 7 )  
T h is  i s  t h e  o n ly  m e n tio n  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  book o f  t h e  key  
name J a d i s .
The n o te  w as s ig n e d  by F e n r i s  U l f ,  C a p ta in  o f  t h e  
S e c r e t  P o l i c e .  T h a t name c o n n o te s  a  m ost w o l f i s h  w o l f .
The m ost im p o r t a n t  name i n  t h e  book came th e  f i r s t  
t im e  i n  a  low  w h is p e r .  "T hey  s a y  A lsa n  i s  on th e
m o v e . . . "  ( p .5 4 )  H ere  L ew is sp e n d s  a  w h o le  p a ra g r a p h  
t e l l i n g  a b o u t  t h e  m y s te r io u s  e f f e c t  t h i s  unknown name 
f i r s t  had  upon e a c h  o f  t h e  f o u r  c h i l d r e n .  F o r  Edmund, 
u n d e r  e v i l  e n c h a n tm e n t ,  t h e  su d d e n  f e e l i n g  was
t e r r i f y i n g  h o r r o r .  F o r  P e t e r  t h e  c h i v a l r o u s ,  t h e
r e a c t i o n  w as a d v e n tu re so m e  b r a v e r y .  F o r  S u san  t h e  lo v e r  
o f  b e a u ty  t h e r e  w as a  r e a c t i o n  o f  d e l i g h t .  F o r  L ucy , 
t h e  y o u n g e s t  an d  p u r e s t  o f  h e a r t ,  c h e e r f u l  and
i n q u i s i t i v e ,  t h e  f e e l i n g  w as one  o f  h ig h  e x p e c t a t i o n  
and  v ig o r o u s  f r e s h n e s s .  T he f e e l i n g s  seem ed e n o rm o u s ly  
m e a n in g f u l ,  l i k e  f e e l i n g s  i n  c e r t a i n  d ream s —  " t h e  
d ream  so  b e a u t i f u l  t h a t  you rem em ber i t  a l l  y o u r  l i f e  
and  a r e  a lw a y s  w is h in g  you c o u ld  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  d ream  
a g a i n . "  ( p .5 4 )  H ere  i s  L e w is ' t r a d e m a r k ,  t h e  lo n g in g  
f o r  t r u e  jo y  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  lo n g in g  f o r  t h e  lo n g in g  
f o r  t h a t  j o y .
The n e x t  t im e  t h e  t h r e e  good c h i l d r e n  h e a rd  t h e
name o f  A s la n  t h e  f e e l i n g  l i k e  good new s o r  t h e  f i r s t
s i g n s  o f  s p r in g  came o v e r  them  a g a in  a l t h o u g h  th e y  
s t i l l  d id  n o t  know who A s la n  w a s . ( I t  i s  common 
k n o w led g e  now t h a t  " A s la n "  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  T u r k is h  w ord 
f o r  l i o n . )
The W h ite  W itch  h a te d  A s l a n 's  nam e. When Edmund 
a p p l i e d  t o  h e r  t o  c o l l e c t  h i s  re w a rd  f o r  b e t r a y in g  h i s  
f r i e n d s ,  he  s e n t  w ord t o  h e r  "my name i s  Edmund, and  
I 'm  th e  Son o f  Adam t h a t  H er M a je s ty  m et i n  t h e  woods 
t h e  o t h e r  d a y . . . "  He had  l e a r n e d  e x a c t l y  t h e  l e s s o n  sh e  
t a u g h t  him  a b o u t  how t o  i d e n t i f y  h im s e l f  t o  h e r .  B ut 
t h e  W itch  i s  a  g r e a t e r  t r a i t o r  th a n  Edmund by f a r ,  and 
t h e  th a n k s  he  g e t s  i s  c r u e l  a b u s e .  As th e y  t r a v e l l e d  
th r o u g h  m e l t i n g  snow th e  n e x t  day  h e r  D w arf d e c l a r e d ,  
" T h is  i s  s p r i n g .  What a r e  we t o  do? Y our w in t e r  h a s  
b een  d e s t r o y e d ,  I  t e l l  you! T h is  i s  A s l a n 's  d o in g ,"  and  
th e  W itch  r e p l i e d ,  " I f  e i t h e r  o f  you m e n tio n  t h a t  name 
a g a in  h e  s h a l l  i n s t a n t l y  b e  k i l l e d . "  ( p .9 8 )  A f t e r  t h a t  
t h e  D w arf n e v e r  d a re d  t o  m e n tio n  th e  name t o  h e r .
L a te r  t h a t  day  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  came i n t o  
t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  A s la n , an d  P e t e r  s a i d ,  "We h av e  come —  
A s la n ."  ( p .1 0 3 )  A s la n  w elcom ed th e  t h r e e  by nam e. He 
knew them  a l r e a d y .  And w i th i n  a  s h o r t  t im e  A s la n  had  
g iv e n  P e t e r  a  new name a s  w e l l .  A s la n  c a l l e d  P e t e r  
"M an ."  Then P e t e r  ob ey ed  A s la n  and  k i l l e d  F e n r i s  U l f .  
A s la n  k n ig h te d  P e t e r  on t h e  s p o t  and  named him  th e  
w o l f - s l a y e r .  S i r  P e t e r  F e n r i s - B a n e .
When t h e  B e a v e r  i r a t e l y  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  W hite
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W itch b e in g  in tro d u c e d  to  A slan  a s  th e  Queen o f N a rn ia , 
A slan  a ssu re d  him th a t  a l l  names w ould soon be r e s to re d  
to  th e i r  r i g h t f u l  ow ners. In  th e  m eantim e th e y  d id  n o t 
need to  d is p u te  ab o u t n o is e s . In  c la im in g  Edm und's 
b lo o d , th e  W itch f e a r f u l ly  c a lle d  A slan  by h is  r ig h t  
nam e. B ut when he came a t  n ig h t and gave h im se lf to  h e r 
in  p la c e  o f Edmund, sh e  c a lle d  him o n ly  th e  fo o l and 
th e  c a t ,  and h e r h o r r ib le  com panions c a lle d  him  P u ss , 
P u ssy , and Pussum s. B efo re  sh e  k i l le d  him w ith  h e r 
sav ag e s to n e  k n ife  she g lo a te d  th a t  sh e  had b e tra y e d  
him b ecau se  n e x t sh e  w ould k i l l  Edmund a s  w e ll. As soon 
a s  A slan  was dead th e  W itch c a lle d  him th e  g re a t F o o l, 
th e  g re a t C a t, and ru sh ed  o f f  to  k i l l  a g a in .
B efo re  and a f t e r  th i s  s a c r i f i c e  o n ly  th e  two g i r l s  
w ere w ith  A slan  and he re p e a te d ly  c a lle d  them  ( in  h is  
g r e a te s t  so rrow  and h is  g r e a te s t  jo y ) n o t D au g h ters o f 
E ve, b u t " c h ild r e n ."
D uring th e  r io to u s  scen e  in  th e  W itc h 's  c a s t le  
w here sp rin g  came to  a l l  th e  c re a tu re s  who had been 
fro z e n  in  s to n e , A slan  s a id  in  d o u b le  m eaning "Look 
a l iv e , e v e ry o n e ."  (p .1 3 8 ) Then he baw led up a t  th e  
G ian t "H i! You up th e r e . W h at's your nam e?" (p .1 4 0 ) And 
when he le a rn e d  i t  was G ian t R um blebuffin  he had him 
b reak  th e  g a te  down to  r e le a s e  th e  c a p tiv e s .
In  tim e  P e te r , who had once th o u g h t o f s ta g s  and 
fa lc o n s  and who had re c e iv e d  a  g ran d  sw ord and s h ie ld  
from  F a th e r C h ris tm a s , becam e a g re a t w a rr io r  c a lle d  
K ing P e te r  th e  M a g n ific e n t. S u san , who had once th o u g h t 
o f fo x es and who re c e iv e d  an a rc h e ry  s e t  and an  iv o ry  
ho rn  from  F a th e r C h ris tm a s , becam e a g ra c io u s  woman 
c a lle d  Queen Susan th e  G e n tle . Edmund, who had once 
th o u g h t o f sn ak es and w hose c o s tly  g i f t  o f a tonem ent 
was from  A slan  r a th e r  th a n  from  F a th e r C h ris tm a s , 
became a w ise  and q u ie t le a d e r  c a lle d  K ing Edmund th e  
J u s t .  And L ucy, who had once th o u g h t o f b ad g ers and who 
re c e iv e d  a d ag g er and h e a lin g  e l ix e r  from  F a th e r 
C h ris tm a s , s ta y e d  gay and g o ld e n -h a ire d  ( l ik e  A slan ) 
and was c a lle d  Queen Lucy th e  V a lia n t.
B ut when th e  fo u r came tu m b lin g  bach th ro u g h  th e  
w ardrobe door a f t e r  f i f te e n  y e a rs  o f jo y fu l o lig a rc h y , 
once a g a in  th e r e  w ere fo u r c h ild re n  whose names w ere 
P e te r , S u san , Edmund, and L ucy.
Iro n y : Seven S cenes
From th e  b eg in n in g  to  th e  en d , iro n y  u n d e rsc o re s  
th e  s to r y . When th e  c h ild re n  d isc o v e re d  th e  w ardrobe 
w ith  th e  lo o k in g -g la s s  in  th e  door (n o t a c c id e n ta lly  
re m in isc e n t o f Through th e  L ooking G la s s ) P e te r  made 
one o f th e  re so u n d in g ly  ir o n ic  s ta te m e n ts  in  th e  book . 
"N o th in g  th e r e ,"  he s a id , (p .4 )
L a te r , su lk y  Edmund s a id  o f la r g e - s p i r i te d  
L u c y ," Ju s t l ik e  a  g i r l ,  s u lk in g  som ewhere and w o n 't 
a c c e p t an a p o lo g y ."  (p .2 2 )  Lucy re p o r te d  to  Edmund th a t  
p e rh ap s th e  Faun was s a fe  b ecau se  th e  W itch had n o t y e t 
le a rn e d  o f h is  d iso b e d ie n c e  to  h e r ; t h i s  a few  moments 
a f t e r  Edmund to ld  th e  W itch th e  e n t i r e  s to ry  and s e a le d  
th e  F a u n 's  doom. And th e n , a f t e r  e a tin g  s e v e ra l pounds 
o f candy and b e in g  bew itch ed  b e s id e s , th e  m ise ra b le  
Edmund c la im e d , " I 'm  a l l  r i g h t ."  (p .3 4 )
L a te r P e te r  s a id , " i t ' s  dodging  u s"  (p .5 2 ) when 
th e  B eaver was d i l ig e n t ly  tr y in g  to  g e t them  to  fo llo w  
i t .  And Edmund, a f t e r  d e s e c ra tin g  a  n o b le  s to n e  lio n  in  
th e  f a l s e  b e l ie f  th a t  i t  was A slan  (fo resh ad o w in g  th e  
a c tu a l m u tila tio n  o f A slan  w hich was to  com e), a s su re d  
h im se lf th a t  a  d r e a d f il  w o lf was a ls o  o n ly  s to n e . " I t  
c a n 't  h u r t m e," (p .7 9 ) he s a id , ju s t  b e fo re  i t  re a re d  
u p .
Then a t  th e  end o f th e  s to ry  th e r e  i s  th e  
d e lic io u s  iro n y  when th e  g ra n d ly  c h iv a lro u s  K ings and 
Q ueens a re  ab o u t to  be c a ta p u lte d  back in to  th e i r  l iv e s  
a s  o rd in a ry  sc h o o l c h ild re n  in  t h i s  w orld  and Queen 
Susan d e c la re s  b r a v e ly ," i f  ye w ill  a l l  have i t  so , l e t  
u s go on and ta k e  th e  a d v e n tu re  th a t  s h a l l  f a l l  to  u s ."  
(P.152)
In c id e n ta l ly , th e  c h ild re n  a re  le d  in to  th e i r  
r e tu rn  home in  th e  l a s t  c h a p te r by th e  v e ry  m ilk -w h ite  
S tag  th a t  th e  Faun had to ld  Lucy ab o u t when sh e  m et him 
in  c h a p te r tw o . And, iro n y  o f i r o n ie s ,  th e  w ish  th e  
S tag  f u l f i l l e d  fo r  them  was one th e y  d id  n o t know a t  
a l l .
T r in ity
R oger L ancelyn  G reen ad m its in  h is  f ir s t - h a n d  
acco u n t o f th e  c r e a tio n  o f N arn ia  th a t  he s tro n g ly  
c o u n se lle d  Lew is to  rem ove F a th e r C h ris tm as from  th e  
s to ry  b e fo re  p u b lic a tio n . In  a l l  L e w is 's  am azing 
m ix tu re  o f d is p a ra te  l i t e r a r y  and m y th o lo g ic a l 
e le m e n ts , th i s  one seem ed d is c o rd a n t to  G reen . (L ew is ' 
so u rc e s  ran g e  from  th e  n u rse ry  rhyme "G oosey Goosey 
G ander" and ech o es o f th e  s tra n g e  C h a rle s  W illiam s 
n o v e l A ll H a llo w 's  Eve to  G reek and N orse m ythology; 
an d , more th a n  an y th in g  e ls e ,  th e  O ld and New 
T e s ta m e n ts .) B ut Lew is was adam ant and F a th e r 
C h ris tm as rem ain ed .
"L ocks and b o lts  make no d if fe re n c e  to  m e," (p .8 7 ) 
F a th e r C h ris tm as to ld  M r. B eav er. He c o u ld n 't  be k e p t 
o u t o f th e  B e a v e rs ' home o r o u t o f th e  s to r y . He came 
to  g iv e  s ix  g i f t s  to  th e  th r e e  good c h ild re n  who had 
n o t gone o v e r to  th e  W itch . He gave each  c h ild  one to o l 
o f o ffe n s e  and one to o l o f d e fe n s e , and e x tra o rd in a ry  
to o ls  th e y  w ere in d e e d .
In  t h i s  s to ry  th e r e  i s  no d o ub t th a t  th e  Em peror 
o v er th e  Sea i s  God th e  F a th e r . A slan  i s  w hat C h r is t 
w ould be l ik e  in  N a rn ia . T h ere a re  o n ly  two f ig u re s  in  
t h i s  s to ry  who knew th e  c h ild re n  b e fo re  th e y  e v e r met 
them : A slan  and F a th e r C h ris tm a s . T hose who know th e  
New T estam en t know w hich member o f th e  T r in i ty  i s  th e  
g iv e r  o f s p i r i t u a l  g i f t s  in  o u r own w o rld . I t  i s  th e  
Holy S p i r i t .
F i r s t  and L a s t W ords: P ro m ises
S p ir i tu a l  g i f t s  a s id e , th e  d e d ic a tio n  o f  a book i s  
a n o th e r k in d  o f g i f t .  The d e d ic a tio n  page o f a book i s  
a page w here th e  a r t  o f w ritin g  and th e  a r t  o f liv in g  
m eet in  a u n iq u e  way and w here a s p e c ia l name i s  nam ed.
Lew is d e d ic a te d  th i s  book to  Lucy B a r f ie ld , who 
grew  up to  be a b a l l e t  d an ce r and m u sican . T h is  i s  
L e w is 's  o n ly  le n g th y  d e d ic a tio n . He su g g e s te d  th a t  some 
day when sh e  to o k  an a d u lt in t e r e s t  in  th e  book he 
m ight be to o  d e a f to  h e a r , and to o  o ld  to  u n d e rs ta n d , a 
word sh e  s a id , b u t he w ould s t i l l  be h e r a f f e c tio n a te  
G o d fa th e r. ( I n  f a c t ,  th r e e  y e a rs  a f t e r  h is  r a th e r  e a r ly  
d e a th , young Lucy B a rf ie ld  was s tru c k  w ith  a d is a b lin g  
p a r a ly tic  d is e a s e .)
L e w is 's  l a s t  w ords b e fo re  h is  d e a th  have n o t been 
re c o rd e d . B ut h is  l a s t  w ords a f t e r  h is  d e a th  w ere h eard  
and p u b lish e d  by no le s s  a  f ig u re  th a n  J .B . P h i l l i p s ,  
th e  h ig h ly  re s p e c te d  B ib le  t r a n s la t o r .  P h i l l ip s  c la im s 
to  have c le a r ly  seen  L ew is tw ic e  a f t e r  L ew is' d e a th ; 
Lew is lo o k ed  r o s i ly  r a d ia n t . (One th in k s  o f th e  
lib e r a te d  s t a tu e s .)  And b o th  tim e s th e  c h e e rfu l Lew is 
gave P h i l l ip s  an  en co u rag in g  m essag e.
C o n tin u e d  on  p a g e  63
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L ik e  Lucy in  th e  s to r y , J .B . P h i l l i p s  i s  e i t h e r  
ly in g  o r mad o r  t e l l i n g  u s t r u t h .  T hose who know 
P h i l l i p s  say  th a t  he i s  n e i th e r  mad n o r ly in g , b u t I 
c a n n o t a t t e s t  to  th a t  m y s e lf . I  can  j u s t  p a s s  on th e  
w ords th a t  P h i l l i p s  c la im e d  to  h e a r  from  L ew is: " I t 's
e a s ie r  th a n  you th in k , you know ." [2 ]
B e fo re  he w as s l a i n ,  A slan  w arned L u cy , " A ll s h a l l  
be d o n e . B ut i t  may be h a rd e r  th a n  you th in k ."  (p .1 0 4 )  
" I t 's  e a s ie r  th a n  you th in k ,"  L ew is th e n  i s  su p p o sed  to  
have a s s u re d  u s .
T h a t so u n d s a  b i t  l i k e  P e t e r 's  p ro p h e tic  w o rd s, 
th e  v e ry  f i r s t  w ords sp o k en  in  th e  b o o k : "W e've f a l le n  
on o u r f e e t  and no m is ta k e ."  ( p .2 )  And th e  m essage in  
The L io n , th e  W itch  and th e  W ardrobe seem s to  be th a t  
v e ry  c la im  —  f o r  Edmund, f o r  L ew is, f o r  L u cy , and u s .
A t th e  sound o f h is  r o a r ,
so rro w s w i l l  be no m o r e ...
And when he sh a k e s  h is  m ane,
we s h a l l  h av e s p r in g  a g a in  (p .6 4 )
[1 ] The L io n , th e  W itch  and th e  W ardrobe. C .S . L ew is,
(New Y o rk , M acm illan , 1 9 5 3 ), p .4 0 . A ll fo llo w in g
c i t a t i o n s  a r e  from  t h i s  e d i t io n .
[2 ] Ray C rip p s , "D ark N ig h t o f th e  S o u l,"  G u id e p o s ts . 
F e b ru a ry  1967 , p .6 . A lso , J .B . P h i l l i p s ,  The R ing o f 
T ru th  (New Y ork , M acm illan , 1 9 6 7 ), p p . 1 8 8 -1 1 9 .
Mythlore Art Portfolio
O ver th e  y e a rs  M y th lo re  h a s  p u b lis h e d  a  la r g e  
am ount o f h ig h ly  p ra is e d  fa n ta s y  a r tw o rk . Few p e o p le  
a r e  in c l in e d  to  c u t up t h e i r  is s u e s  o f M y th lo re  in  
o rd e r  to  fram e th e s e  p ie c e s  f o r  t h e i r  w a lls . T h e re fo re  
M y th lo re  i s  now b e g in in g  a  s e r i e s  o f  p o r t f o l io s  
re p ro d u c in g  v a r io u s  p ie c e s  on q u a l i ty  p a p e r s u i ta b le  
f o r  f ra m in g . A lim ite d  num ber o f  p o r t f o l io s  w i l l  be 
o f f e re d  c o n ta in in g  c o p ie s  s ig n e d  and num bered by th e  
a r t i s t s .  The f i r s t  p o r t f o l io  w i l l  be re a d y  a t  th e  tim e  
o f th e  M ythopoeic C o n fe ren ce  in  A u g u st, 19 8 6 .
S ig n ed  p o r t f o l io s  w i l l  be $ 2 5 .
U nsigned  p o r t f o l io s  w i l l  be $ 1 5 .
In c lu d e d  in  th e  f i r s t  p o r t f o l io  a r e  th e  fo llo w in g  
p ie c e s :
" M e d ita tio n  o f  M ordred" (W illia m s) by S a ra h  B each 
(fro m  ML39)
" T ro th p lig h t a t  C e rin  A m roth" (T o lk ie n )  by P a u la  
D iS an te  (fro m  ML45)
"T he M is tr e s s  o f  th e  S i lv e r  Moon" (M acD onald) by 
N ancy-L ou P a tte r s o n  (fro m  ML 21)
" T i l l  We Have F a c e s"  (L ew is) by P a tr ic k  Wynne 
(fro m  ML39)
E ach p o r t f o l io  w il l  come in  a  f o ld e r  w ith  P a tr ic k  
W ynne's " T r is k e lio n "  (fro m  ML35) p r in te d  on th e  c o v e r . 
The a rtw o rk  w i l l  be re p ro d u c e d  on 9X12" s h e e ts .
W rite  th e  A rt E d ito r  ( s e e  page 2 f o r  a d d re s s )  to  
re s e rv e  y o u r p o r t f o l io  ( p le a s e  s p e c ify  w h e th e r you w ant 
a  s ig n e d  o r  u n sig n e d  p o r t f o l i o ) .  A ll p r o f i t s  w il l  go to  
su p p o r t S o c ie ty  a c t i v i t i e s .  S u g g e s tio n s  f o r  f u tu r e  
p o r t f o l io s  a re  e n c o u ra g e d , a s  th e y  a r e  d e s ig n e d  f o r  
m em bers' en jo y m en t.
Continued from  page 47
"a  form  o f  am a teu r h i s t r i o n i c  e n te r ta in m e n t, 
o r ig in a l ly  c o n s is t in g  o f  d a n c in g  and a c tin g  in  dumb 
show , th e  p re fo rm e rs  b e in g  m asked; and a f te rw a rd s  
in c lu d in g  d ia lo g u e  and so n g " .
To t h i s  The O xford  Com panion to  E n g lish  L ite r a tu r e  
ad d s th a t  "M asks o r  m asques" a r e ;
" d ra m a tic  e n te r ta in m e n ts , in v o lv in g  d a n c e s and 
d is g u is e s , in  w hich  th e  s p e c ta c u la r  and m u s ic a l 
e le m e n ts  p red o m in a ted  o v e r p lo t  and c h a r a c te r " .
To my m ind a m asque i s  above a l l  a  s p e c ta c le  -  
th e y  h av e m ore in  common w ith  's o n  e t  lu m ie re ' th a n  
w ith  p la y s  o f th e  th e a t r e .
The m asque i s  an  a r t  form  r a r e ly  p erfo rm ed  o r 
w r i t te n  to d a y  (n o te  th e  u se  o f  th e  p a s t te n s e  in  th e  
Com panion q u o ta tio n  a b o v e ) . As a  M ythopoeic C o n fe ren ce  
b r in g s  to g e th e r  a  num ber o f  young and e n th u s ia s t ic  
a m a te u rs  w ith  an  i n t e r e s t  in  fa n ta s y  (o n e  o f th e  
com m onest s u b je c ts  f o r  m asq u es) i t  seem s a  p i ty  t h a t ,  
a t  th e  p r e s e n t, no m asque i s  b e in g  p lan n ed  f o r  o n e .
H ow ever, a  p la y  i s  an  e q u a lly  w o rth y  p r o je c t ,  and 
S a rah  B each may f e e l  th a t  t h i s  i s  th e  m ost s u i ta b le  
medium f o r  a  d ra m a tic  e x p lo r a tio n  o f t h i s  p a r t  o f 
T o lk ie n 's  w o rk . B ut I  w ould be h a p p ie r  i f  sh e  c a lle d  
h e r 's p a d e ' a  s p a d e , and n o t by th e  m ore p o e tic  t i t l e  
o f a 's h o v e l '.
R ep ly : I  w i l l  ad m it to  m aking f r e e  w ith  th e  te rm  
"m asq u e". W hat I  w ro te  was in te n d e d  to  be th e a t r i c a l  
and c e re m o n ia l a s  opposed  to  an  o u t and o u t dram a ( i e . ,  
p la y ) . I  in te n d e d  th a t  e ach  s e c t io n  r e f l e c t  an  a s p e c t 
o f  th e  im p ac t o f  th e  S i lm a r i ls  on th e  c h a r a c te r s  th a t  
came in  c o n ta c t w ith  th em . As f o r  i t  b e in g  p e rfo rm e d , 
i t  w i l l  b e , c e re m o n ia lly  and w ith  m asks f o r  th e  V a la r , 
a t  th e  1 2 th  M ythopoeic C o n fe ren ce  in  Long B each t h i s  
sum m er.
S a rah  B each
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